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Name: Unit 3: Weather, Climate & The Atmosphere NOTES: 3.05
FOCUS: Air Masses & Fronts

ESSENTIAL QUESTION: Can you explain what an air mass is? Can you explain how air
masses cause storms?

What do you already know?

e Conditions in the troposphere change constantly and are rarely the same from

day to day or location to location; this is called W € K‘(’ L\G—Q\.
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O<Law

o Humidity classifications: Z \
" M&t v "‘_\_\ ‘N\ € :moistair that originates over the Gtean

where & \/(7\019 je) rﬁ\JT'!OV\feeds the humidity of the air mass
¢ Related to the words YV\ a Vi NA and WAt he,

meaning
"V% &k@“q LO ’Lk( Sea -
Mare- is Latin for S\ZQ COCQO\ "\3)

C S '\'k' Int “\‘\('6\ \ : dry air that originates over land

Four Types of Air Masses

Humidity of the Air

Maritime ‘

Tropical AU O v \’\)0\ v )’V)

Temperature of the Air




Sci7_3.05 Notes - Air Masses3rd.notebook February 24, 2015

Name: Unit 3: Weather, Climate & The Atmosphere NOTES: 3.05

Effects on Weather & Climate

¢ [n the continental United States, air masses (and the weather conditions they
carry) are moved by the (‘6\10\'\ ‘i"\a weg_‘re‘(’\(ﬁS
and the ’le’(__ ;"‘_VG—‘OKVV\‘ ¥
o Th e\;reva.rfmg westerlies are the established winds that blowrm

W@S/(_ to e.a5+the WQJOU'( (0\+( ’/\Aes

(30 °to 60 ® both North and South).
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= Separates northern(_ © (d air masses from southern
WA X W\ air masses.

e U.S climate zones are also influenced by air masses:

SO W ’\’l’\ eAas + (Carolinas, Georgia, Florida, Louisiana,
Mississippi, Alabama): ‘/'I o "' ; \4 uh (’(‘X_ climate produced by
air masses formed over the G\A \ 'p' Q‘C‘ Me\ﬁic O

o SO ""‘(’ L\W €5 "‘(Arizona, New Mexico, Nevada, Texas):
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